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therapeutic. I co uld be carrying a concealed weapon and be in
violation of all o f those provisions, and yet be exonerated.
There is nothing that says, under the existing law, carrying a
concealed weapon while under the influence is a crime without a
defense. If you got a permit, it's a violation of the law and
there is no defense. You' re punished. As long as I keep that
pistol concealed and I'm not menacing anybody, the mere fact
that I have it, the mere fact that I' ve been drinking is not
going to aggravate my carrying the concealed weapon. While I'm
carrying John Barleycorn inside, I also have a satcf;el on the
outside full of money that I'm delivering to the bank. S~ maybe
I get stopped for driving under the influence. I'm charged with
d riving under the influence. And I also have a p istol in m y
coat pocket and I'm charged with carrying a concealed weapon. I
show that I' ve got this money, that I'm delivering it to the
bank, that there is a just basis for me to feel that I need this
protection and I'm exonerated of the charge of ca rrying the
concealed weapon. And I know of cases where that has happened.
If I'm a permit holder and I'm carrying that concealed weapon
and I have a trace of alcohol in my system, not that it impairs
me, not that I'm under its influence, I am in violation of the
law because I' ve got that permit and I do not have the escape
hatch that currently exists under the law for somebody carrying
a concealed weapon. I kn ow that Senator Tyson and those who
drafted this legislation had not thought that situation through.
Otherwise, they' re placing more restrictions on a person who
wants to carry a gun than would be the case right now. So what
I would like to do i s ret urn this bill to the Ju diciary
Coaanittee, let it review the ccemittee amendment, rewrite that,
consider all the pending amendments and whichever ones might
make the bill what the cceenittee thinks it ought to be if it' s
going to be ou t h ere, adopt those amendments, redraft a
coaanittee amendment and send the bill out here with that if the
conanittee would decide to send it out here. I don't like the
bill. Senator Tyson doesn't like the bill in its present form.
Senator Tyson has even put together another amendment which
i nc ludes m a t e r i al f r om ame ndments I ha v e o f f er e d , w h i c h , i f I
had offered it, would not have been accepted. We all know that.
But Senator Tyson and others know that even with the adoption of
t he commit te e a mendments , t hi s b i l l i s no t i n a f or m t o be
enacted into law. So what I have got to do, and I'm prepared to
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